1:30 Breakout Group
California/Arizona/NM

Neglected Areas:

Mexicali/Calexico/Imperial Valley

Priorities usually done by population, areas less populated receive less attention

Omitted areas are not “serviced” by institutions, university, federal, local agencies. 

Sister cities work gave some coverage to some of the smaller towns, however, the smaller towns away from the border have been neglected.

Within watersheds, TRW sewer problems are not dealt with but rather pushed off to other sections of the watershed. All issues are not dealt with in each watershed. Differing characteristics within the same watershed makes it difficult to treat the watershed as a single unit. 

Differing scales- Climate information gathered at a global/small scale progresses to the local/large scale studies.

Discuss the scales, small communities have a much more immediate need for data/study since their problems are at a very large scale. Indian communities have to rely solely on ground water. There are issues of bringing in the Indian reservations into the discussion when they are quite reluctant to share data with outsiders.

Political characteristics of regional areas influence the groups not only at the international level but also within the same country across state boundaries.

Has anyone done a data inventory across the entire border area? What is the feasibility to conduct a data gap inventory? Once an inventory map is done, this would allow projects to quickly know what is available. Information about data is quite hard to obtain and maintain. C.Brown made one for the CA border that took a year.
Specific studies would require specific data for the area studied that might be easier to obtain by people familiar with the area.
In specific areas, it would help to have data at a more general scale available at a broader level while more specific data would be housed at agencies/institutions more closely tied to the region. This is the idea of the data clearinghouse node.
Bingaman’s bill might help to clarify some of the State/Federal data responsibilities. 

Similarities in looking at the issues in the area help in data sharing. Also personal relationships greatly help in obtaining data. It would be a better step to institutionalize the cooperation between agencies across the border. The personal relationships are difficult to maintain when administrations change every three years in Mexico.

Data information within institutions are not shared. Departments within the same organization (Universities) are unaware of what other departments might have in terms of data. 

Each region has particular set of players that operate differently. Need to identify what institutions are in the region and what are their responsibilities.
( Data clearinghouse idea.

The nodes would collate the information regarding the agencies, institutions, universities and what they all do, their responsibilities, data holdings, etc.

Sub-regional partnerships are necessary to get local projects done, however, they are quite difficult to broker. Sub-regional differences have to be taken into account when building partnerships. 

Networking between smaller groups can assist in bringing together groups that might not have come together.

Look at areas where partnerships are already working, and that will help identify where partnerships need to be created or expanded to cover the area.

Biological resources haven’t been studied as much as urban/populated areas. These areas are generally more sparsely populated. 

Data that have been collected might not be known because the demand for the data has not been present. These data “have been forgotten”, and are not well advertised. AS such, projects might then spend money to “recreate” the data. 
Phased approach to data inventory: web sites, then projects, then actual data sets. The collection of data brings the concept of data standards into play. The general collection of the data is a good start. 

Decide which data sets are general for research, (DEMs, Land use, etc) then start with those sets when building the inventories. However, each area will have its own system and data set boundary with differing data quality and metadata standard. 

Use the node to link to web pages that are serving up data. The node is the portal to other people’s data. Having USGS site indentifying and linking to the data nodes. They could then parse it out in a way to limit the sheer size of all the projects and data sets. 
